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Uniformities of sequences and groupings in our en-
vironments, reproducing themselves in our memory,
constitute a practical and roughly sufficient substitute
for rational calculus, and give us a command over
absent and future conditions not given us in the bare
data of present experience, and so enable us to adapt
our action to a wider world. Illusion is the limitation
of this natural expedient or instrument of life. An
object looks so large more or less uniformly, but
occasionally this uniformity of conditions may be
broken, some magnifying medium may be interposed.
Reasoned inference is, in due conditions, exempt from
illusion; but then it is practically barren as an instru-
ment of life. It would not allow me to treat a thing
as solid till I had proved it so.

Let us imagine a man whose eyes have always
magnified. Here we take as standard or norm the
general vision of mankind, which we assume to be as
uniform as the outward organ. We mean that, could
he for a moment change eyes with another, this other
would be transferred to Brobdingnag and he to Lilli-
put. But suppose half of mankind saw with big eyes
and half with small, which vision would be illusion,
and which reality ? Plainly neither ; nor would their
intercourse ever reveal the difference.

Illusion, therefore, has reference only to the unifor-
mities of some individual mind. A congenital blind-
ness or deafness or colour-blindness does not produce
illusion, which is always due to a supervening defect
whose presence is not recognised and allowed for.
The man who is wholly blind, or blind to certain
differences and relations of colour-sensation, is of
course shut off from a certain tract of common ex-
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